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A VILLAGE BEFORE US brings together nine diverse contemporary Vietnamese artists and scholars based 
in Chicago, offering nuanced insight into the ever-changing world of Vietnamese art. The exhibition is shown 
concurrently with, and is a response to, the Albert Goodman Collection of Vietnamese post-war art presently 
on view at the International Currents Gallery at the Foundation. By paralleling these two exhibits, A VILLAGE 
BEFORE US makes the Vietnamese art scene present and fosters community among the participating artists 
while cultivating engagement with the broader community in Chicago.

The genesis of A VILLAGE BEFORE US can be traced back to a serendipitous conversation during a visit to 
Albert Goodman’s collection which features the works of the first generation of Vietnamese modern artists, 
who studied at the national colonial-era art school, The Ecole des Beaux-Arts de l’Indochine. These master-
pieces were collected by the late Bruce Blowitz, an American who traveled to Vietnam in the mid-1990s after 
its decades-long economic embargo. It was during his time in Vietnam that Blowitz met Dr. Nora Annesley 
Taylor, now Professor at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, at the home and studio of artist Vu Dan 
Tan who ran one of Hanoi’s first independent art spaces. The importance of Chicago as a crossroad is solidified 
when, after his death in 2015, Blowitz left his collection in the care of his good friend, Chicago philanthropist 
Albert Goodman.

Coming from diverse backgrounds and points of origin across the world, the participating artists in A VILLAGE 
BEFORE US found themselves in Chicago for various reasons, from pursuing education and research to seek-
ing work opportunities. Through their individual connection to Dr. Nora Annesley Taylor, these artists formed 
a community of friends and contemporaries, mirroring the experiences of the artists within Albert Goodman’s 
collection who shared similar educational and artistic backgrounds. Hence, the title of the exhibition:               
A VILLAGE BEFORE US. This title embodies the fundamental aspects of Vietnamese culture and the art world. 
'A VILLAGE' is an extended unit formed of nucleus connections, while 'BEFORE' acknowledges the legacy of 
its past and stands in anticipation of its future trajectory. 'US', a plural pronoun, intimately refers to the 
group’s collective identity while also playing with the moniker of the group’s current home.

Exhibition curated by Thuy-Tien Vo, MA Candidate, Visual and Critical Studies, Fulbright Scholar, School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago, & Dr. Nora A. Taylor, Alsdorf Professor of South and Southeast Asian Studies at the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, specialist in Contemporary Vietnamese Art.

A group exhibition by Le Hien Minh, Do Trong Quy, Maya Nguyen, Ngô Hứa Minh Trí, Nguyễn Trần 
Đoan Trang, Đỗ Minh Giang (Jent), [[Rehearsal]] (Jung Soo Kim, Claire Lobenfeld, Tzuen/Theo 
Wu, Yezhou Zheng, Thuy-Tien Vo), Justin Quang Nguyên Phan and Nora Annesley Taylor.
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9-11
Nguyễn Trần Đoan Trang

9
Our Angel
2022
red clay, glaze
10 x 8 x 14 inches

10
Lễ Cưới
The Wedding Ceremony
2023
oil on canvas
46 x 64 inches

11
Nam Phương
南芳
Fragrance of the South 
2023
oil on canvas
48 x 60 inches

Floor plan

1-4
Le Hien Minh

1
Blessed Lady of the Nail
2023
traditional Vietnamese handmade Dó 
paper, resin, wood
29 x 11 x 11 inches

2
Invisible Dragon
2023
traditional Vietnamese handmade Dó 
paper, resin, wood
6 x 20 inches

3
Ornamentalism
2022
traditional Vietnamese handmade Dó 
paper, wood, acrylic
35 x 26 x 9 inches

4
Nail Women
2023
1-channel video, color, sound
36:00:00

5-8
Do Trong Quy

5
An Agnes Martin Study 
2023
charcoal on super-heavy acrylic gel on 
canvas
48 x 48 inches

6
Q Stealer running on Frank Stella stripes
2023
acrylic on canvas
60 x 72 inches
ed. unique

7
A Clyfford Still life
2023
acrylic on canvas
60 x 72 inches

8
Equality
2023
acrylic on wood panel
10 x 8 inches
6 unique pieces
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16
Ngô Hứa Minh Trí

An Imperfect Heart Sings Like a Candle 
in a Storm
(ft. Daniel Legut)
2023
unfired clay body, resinite, wood, wheels, 
twine, blue.io, motherboard, Android 
phone, fitbit, watercolor, black paint, 
Fresnel lens
32 inches x 64 inches x 6.5 feet

15
Đỗ Minh Giang (Jent)

Planet Jent Official
2023
website, chromebook, headphone, mouse
installation dimensions variable

PERFORMANCE / LECTURE

Nov 17, 2023, 6:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
Dr. Nora A. Taylor
On the Albert Goodman Collection of Vietnamese Art
Scholar Lecture

Nov 18, 2023, 6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Maya Nguyen
ideological construction of sound media about war 
conflict and consumption of this media as a way to 
experience war
sound performance 
25 minutes

[[Rehearsal]]
Jung Soo Kim, Claire Lobenfeld, Tzuen/Theo Wu, Zheng 
Yezhou, Thuy-Tien Vo
a generative theatrical performance
1 hour

Dec 8, 2023, 6:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
Justin Quang Nguyên Phan
Dis/Embodiment: Nonaligned Aesthetics in Contempo-
rary Vietnamese Art
Scholar Lecture

In assessments of Vietnamese art, Cold War histories 
and structures are often used to understand Vietnam. As 
a result, Vietnam and Vietnamese diaspora are then 
understood as sites of postwar trauma that bear witness 
to the ruination and afterlife of war, whether we trace it 
in the psyche, the body, the family, nation, land, water-
ways, atmosphere, and planet, among other places. 
Thus, scholars and artists have used the language of 
inheritance and embodiment to signal how these wars 
live on despite the war’s nominal end and despite efforts 
by various nation states to evacuate such forms of 
recognition.
 
Yet, while the language of embodiment indexes how 
communities experience war’s afterlives, critical engage-
ment with Vietnamese art requires our attention to the 
relative complications and conceits of using embodiment 
as an organizing principle for the recognition of Vietnam-
ese art. Drawing on incisive critiques levied by contem-
porary Vietnamese artists, this talk analyzes how Viet-
namese artists unsettle Cold War logics of recogni-
tion—premised on a dichotomous framework of embodi-
ment/disembodiment—and instead create nonaligned 
aesthetics as a means of defamiliarizing our expecta-
tions of postwar Vietnamese art. As such, this talk 
argues that contemporary Vietnamese artists subvert 
Cold War dichotomies in their work and instead exert 
new ways of knowing and seeing Vietnamese art.

12-14
Maya Nguyen

12
Poster Girl
2023
Colour photographs
8 x 11 inches

The photographs zoom in on the scratched 
out face of a poster girl for driving school at 
the Dong Xuan Center in Lichtenberg, Berlin 
— the largest Vietnamese-run market in 
Germany that is based on Đồng Xuân Market 
in Hanoi, Vietnam. These photographs are 
part of the project “ZOOM01_DXC_BER.MP3,” 
carried out during an artist residency at 
Zentrum für Kunst und Urbanistik (Germany) 
and Manzi Art Space (Vietnam). Thank you to 
Yuquan Isaac Duan for production assistance.

13
Beginner
2023
Vietnamese-German Dictionary, Language 
Exercise Prompts, Sounds of a Vietnam-
ese-German Infant
duration: 10 min (loop)
Please take a listen and try your best! Thank 
you to Zoe Anh for production assistance.

14
Apparatus
2023
CD Player, Rice Cooker Sound Recording
duration: 5 min (loop)
An apparatus that guarantees your home will 
be constantly full of the sweet sound of 
jasmine rice.
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Huong Ngo – In the Shadow of the Future
Tuan Andrew Nguyen – The Specter of Ancestors Becoming
Phan Thao Nguyen – Mute Grain
Nguyen Trinh Thi – Letters from Panduranga
Thi Bui – The Best We Could Do: An Illustrated Memoir
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Le Hien Minh
– is an interdisciplinary artist with a background in 
traditional lacquer from Ho Chi Minh City University of 
Fine Art and holds a BFA from the Art Academy of 
Cincinnati. She is recognized for her innovative use of 
traditional Vietnamese handmade paper called ‘Do’ in 
creating large-scale installations. Her work examines 
issues related to politics, religion, and history, and she 
is a part of a critical generation that pioneered new 
directions in media, genre, and conceptual thinking in 
Vietnamese art.

Le Hien Minh’s artistic practice explores themes such 
as cultural identity, intersectionality, social reproduc-
tion, and Vietnamese diaspora. Through her work, Le 
Hien Minh strives to invent new ways to employ tradi-
tional materials within contemporary contexts. This 
approach has led to her work being exhibited interna-
tionally at major museums and galleries across 
Vietnam, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Finland, Germany, and 
the USA.

lehienminh.com
instagram.com/le_hien_minh

Do Trong Quy
– is a Vietnamese painter with a BFA from Vietnam 
University of Fine Art and is a Master of Fine Arts 
candidate at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
Embracing American minimalist philosophy, Do Trong 
Quy began by erasing narrative images and creating 
content-free objects. Unsatisfied with this approach, he 
decided to explore the concept of erasing his identity, 
adopting the styles of celebrated American artists to 
create paintings and sculptures that reflect American 
culture and principles. Instead of cannibalizing his own 
cultural heritage and political narratives to satisfy the 
demands of the western art market, Do Trong Quy’s 
work challenges the truisms of the contemporary art 
world by unapologetically capitalizing on America’s 
artistic legacies. His art reveals his sense of humor 
while he engages with and learns from American 
artists’ perspectives on life and their expressions in 
material forms.

instagram.com/quytrongdo

Nguyễn Trần Đoan Trang
– is a classically trained artist who specializes in oil 
painting. She holds a BFA from the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. Nguyễn Trần Đoan Trang creates 
accessible and personal art pieces that celebrate her 
history, community, and interests, incorporating scenes 
of Vietnamese culture, her passions, and depictions of 
her friends and family. Nguyễn Trần Đoan Trang’s work 
aims to counterchallenge the pervasiveness of Western 
images and values in popular media by bringing forth 
the beauty, elegance, and richness of her own 
Vietnamese culture. Nguyễn Trần Đoan Trang’s practice 
involves both 2D and 3D works, using various mediums 
such as oil paint, ceramics, yarn, and steel wire.

trangsart.com
instagram.com/trangs.art

Maya Nguyen
– is a Vietnamese-Russian interdisciplinary artist with a 
BA in Philosophy and Comparative Literature from the 
University of Chicago and an MFA in Sound from the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Her work investi-
gates power relations within human interactions and the 
environments that facilitate these interactions, exploring 
themes such as the domestic sphere, colonial histories, 
migratory routes, and the relationship between humans 
and the natural world.

Through open-ended interactions, Maya Nguyen’s work 
invites listeners to engage in spatialized sound installa-
tions, bodies to affect one another through contact 
improvisation and performance, and essay films playing 
with slippages between image, text, and sound. Central 
to her practice is her commitment to ambiguity and 
instability of categorization, allowing sound to embody 
all at once amplitude and power, pitch and gender, 
timbre and emotion.

kmn0.cargo.site
instagram.com/the_maya_nguyen

Đỗ Minh Giang (Jent)
– is an interdisciplinary artist who holds a BFA from the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Their work 
explores the intersections between the digital and 
physical realms while addressing their Vietnamese 
heritage in relation to social media, internet culture, 
queerness, and environmental consciousness.

Đỗ Minh Giang (Jent)’s work is characterized by the 
concept of glitched-out, where the non-normative 
qualities and unexpected characteristics disrupt the 
social conventions regarding gender, race, class, and 
nationality. They use digital abstraction as means to 
deconstruct their identity and imagine utopias where 
alienness and weirdness reside. Đỗ Minh Giang (Jent)’s 
practice spans various media, including painting, video, 
computer graphics, and sound.

jentxmgtd.cargo.site
instagram.com/jentxmgtd
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Nora Annesley Taylor
– is a Swiss-American art historian specializing in 
Southeast Asian Art History, with a focus on contem-
porary Vietnamese art. Nora Annesley Taylor holds the 
position of Alsdorf Professor of South and Southeast 
Asian Art at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.

Growing up in Geneva, Switzerland, Nora Annesley 
Taylor’s love for Asia and art history led her to pursue 
a doctoral thesis at Cornell University. She spent three 
years studying the Vietnamese language and another 
three years conducting field research in Vietnam. 
During which time, she immersed herself in the local 
artistic community, interviewing artists, sharing meals, 
attending weddings, funerals, and cultural festivals. 
Nora Annesley Taylor has authored Painters in Hanoi: 
An Ethnography of Vietnamese Art (Singapore Press, 
2009) and numerous essays on modern and contem-
porary Vietnamese art. She regularly returns to 
Vietnam for research, with sabbaticals in 2004 and 
2014, and more recently in 2022.

In A VILLAGE BEFORE US, Nora Annesley Taylor, as a 
contributing artist, will share her art history expertise 
and showcasing her works, including books and 
manuscripts. “Like Switzerland,” she often remarks, 
“Vietnam is a village, we all know each other.”

saic.edu/profiles/faculty/nora-annesley-taylor
fulbright.edu.vn/our-team/nora-taylor

Justin Quang Nguyên Phan
– is a Bridge to Faculty Postdoctoral Research Associ-
ate in Global Asian Studies at the University of Illinois 
in Chicago and will transition to an Assistant Professor 
position in Fall 2023.

Justin Quang Nguyên Phan’s research and teaching 
interests are in the Global Asias, critical ethnic and 
race studies, feminist theories and epistemologies, 
queer diaspora, critiques of empire and militarism, and 
visual culture. His current book manuscript, Embodied 
Nonalignment: Vietnamese Diasporic Aesthetics and 
Cold War Mediations, aims to theorize how Vietnamese 
diasporic cultural production refract Cold War legacies 
through diasporic genealogies of nonalignment and 
how Vietnamese and Vietnamese artists disrupt Cold 
War, colonial, and postcolonial nationalist frameworks.

glas.uic.edu/profiles/phan-justin

Ngô Hứa Minh Trí
– is a Vietnamese-born American artist with a BFA and 
MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. His 
work explores themes of personal and interpersonal 
connections, individual and collective narratives, and 
the roles these play in shaping desires, longings, 
hopes, and dreams.

Through poetic and introspective creations, Ngô Hứa 
Minh Trí’s work bridges the gap between the infinite 
and the finite, giving form to fleeting moments, and 
inviting audiences to reflect upon their own internal 
and external relationships. At the core of his artistic 
exploration lies the commitment to subvert the bound-
aries of the self, examine the influences of personal 
and collective histories on the present, and probe the 
emotional and physical ties that bind us.

ngotri.com

ft. Daniel Legut
In the realms of binary and brushstrokes, Daniel Legut 
maneuvers the intersection of technology and art with 
finesse. Trained as a software engineer with a tenure of 
five years in the vibrant world of tech startups, he 
views the world through the prism of algorithms, 
structures, and elegant code. Beyond just ones and 
zeroes, Daniel Legut was instrumental in the creation 
of a captivating piece; he wired up both the electronics 
and software of a wearable worn by Tri, ingeniously 
connecting his heartbeat to the rhythmic flashing of a 
lighthouse light.

This art show captures the synergy of Daniel Legut's 
left-brain logic with right-brain creativity. While his 
technical work demands painstaking debugging and 
iteration for seamless functionality, his artistic endeav-
ors reflect a similar journey of reflection, revision, and 
revelation. His pieces, including his quest to transform 
the ubiquitous QR code into a visual masterpiece, 
invite you to see the artistry in algorithms and the 
calculations in colors, drawing parallels between coding 
and crafting. As you immerse yourself in this exhibit, 
you're not merely admiring works of art; you're navi-
gating through layers of logic and emotion, binary and 
brushwork, all uniquely bridging the realms of aesthet-
ic design and cutting-edge technology.

devmandan.com
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[[Rehearsal]]
– is an interdisciplinary collaboration between Jung Soo 
Kim, Claire Lobenfeld, Thuy-Tien Vo, Tzuen/Theo Wu, 
and Yezhou Zheng who met in Chicago. The project 
originated through involvement with events hosted by 
the experimental time-based art collective //sense and 
iterations of the work have been performed at School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago’s MacLean Ballroom and 
radical art space No Nation in Wicker Park. [[Rehearsal]] 
is a playing ground for its performers to harness the joy 
of their respective artistic concerns and practices with 
singular generative theater productions that free each 
maker from the burden of perfection, permanence, or 
reproducibility.

Jung Soo Kim
– is a Chicago-based artist born in Seoul, Korea. She 
uses interactive installation to tell stories about the 
spaces we occupy and actively evolve. Her work unrav-
els the story of individuals and space by artistically 
expanding the existing sociological concept of personal 
space. These investigations into the spaces where we 
exist and will exist began with a solo exhibition at Cyart 
gallery in Seoul. She continues to seek spatial experi-
ences about “us” (society, community), not “oneself,” 
that reveal the society’s diversity for various individuals, 
inducing freshness to daily life.

kimjungsoo.art
instagram.com/clearwater__00;
instagram.com/kimjungsoo_art

Claire Lobenfeld
– is a writer originally from New York state. A fifteen 
year veteran of music journalism, she is currently an 
MFA candidate in Writing at School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. Her literary work favors language over tradi-
tional narrative structures through a focus on sound, 
image, and disruption of syntactical norms and engages 
themes of feminized labor, what haunts from girlhood, 
and collisions between the human and non-human.

clairelobenfeld.com
instagram.com/clairelobenfeld

A VILLAGE BEFORE US is hosted by the The International Currents Gallery at John David Mooney Foundation, with 
the assistance of Frances Lightbound.

SPONSORS
Major funding for A VILLAGE BEFORE US is generously provided by the Edith-Marie Appleton Foundation and the John 
David Mooney Foundation.
Additional support has been graciously contributed by an anonymous benefactor.

Artists, scholars: Le Hien Minh, Do Trong Quy, Maya Nguyen, Ngô Hứa Minh Trí, Nguyễn Trần Đoan Trang, Đỗ Minh 
Giang (Jent), [[Rehearsal]] (Jung Soo Kim, Claire Lobenfeld, Tzuen/Theo Wu, Yezhou Zheng, Thuy-Tien Vo), Justin 
Quang Nguyên Phan and Nora Annesley Taylor.
Curation & Texts: Nora A. Taylor, Thuy-Tien Vo
Coordination, Production: Ngô Hứa Minh Trí
Design: Do Trong Quy, Đỗ Minh Giang (Jent)

Special thanks to UIC School of Art & Art History, SAIC Visual and Critical Studies, Performance, Art History Depart-
ment, Communication Department, F News Magazine, and to all our families, friends, partners, assistants, and 
beyond.

AVILLAGEBEFOREUS.com

Tzuen Wu (Theo)
– is a Taiwanese artist and researcher currently residing 
in Chicago. They make and install experimental objects, 
images, and videos. Their work explores the power 
dynamics between seeing and being seen, and questions 
related social structures in the context of identity, family 
history, colonialism, and environment. They experiment 
with optical illusion, bio art, and 3D modeling. Wu 
received a BFA from the Taipei National University of Art 
and an MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chica-
go.

tzuenwutheo.com
instagram.com/tzuenwu_theo

Yezhou Zheng (Yejo)
– is a video and projection artist whose works experiment 
with the human body and time linearity.

yzheng19@artic.edu

Thuy-Tien Vo
– is an interdisciplinary artist and poet who graduated 
from the University of Architecture in Ho Chi Minh City 
and is currently pursuing a Master of Art in Visual and 
Critical Studies at the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. Working with various media such as moving 
images, theatrical performances, performance art, or 
curation, her practice often toys with the intertextuality of 
forms and delves into the intersection of chaotic memo-
ries, gender, cultural belief, and mass production.

Her interests raise inquiries to test togetherness and 
apartness, cohabitation, and individual displacement and 
how images reflect our shared illusion. Thuy-Tien Vo is 
also the co-founder of Ba Roi (Bacon) Collective, which 
pays attention to mass production and deep-rooted 
stereotypes in the local contexts. Living and working 
between Chicago and Vietnam, Thuy-Tien Vo seeks to 
expand the artistic community through collaboration and 
friendship.

tienthuy.vo@fulbrightmail.org
instagram.com/vttienpt


